Wikis

According to Wikipedia, a wiki is a website that allows visitors to add, remove, edit and change content, typically without the need for registration.  It also allows for linking among any number of pages.  This ease of interaction and operation makes a wiki an effective tool for mass collaborative authoring. 

Sounds impressive, doesn't it?  Well, it really can be.  With wikis, librarians can 
· create a library web-site

· produce reading lists

· allow patrons to write book reviews and recommendations—just give them the password
· generate on-line book discussion groups

· maintain procedure and policy manuals

· provide links to local business and entertainment information

· and leave your public begging to help and more
There must be a catch, right?  There is.  Time.  And if the wiki gets large enough and popular enough the library will need to move from a free wiki server to one with a yearly fee.  Other than that you can jump in and give wikis a try.

Well, what about web-sites?  Many of us have one (insert your favorite URL here).  The Hiawatha Public Library has a nice one, but I don't know HTML and am not going to tackle a computer language just for fun.  Our volunteer web-master is great, but has many other things to do.  The web-site programs work well, but do we all have time to maintain the site?  Wikis, once set up, are fast and easy.  The wiki hosting service that I used has two methods of adding information--one using word processing icons and the other using simple coding for formatting.
What about Blogs?  Jo has covered the pros and cons of these.

These are some benefits to Wikis

· can be built on a free hosting server

· can be upgraded for a fee

· can be built without knowing a computer language

· easily edited by many people

· many hosting services maintain previous versions of the wiki so that errors and vandalism can be erased

Cons to Wikis

· can be difficult to maintain the formatting

· multiple contributors can cause conflict

Resources
WebJunction:  http://webjunction.org/do/DisplayContent?id=11264

State Library of Iowa:  http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/ld/continuing-ed/ra/class2/raclass2

OR



http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org and follow this path:
Library Development


Continuing Education



Reader’s Advisory Class




Class 2
Great tutorial.
Library Technology Training Wiki:  http://trainingwiki.pbwiki.com/


Great tutorial.  Good basics and advanced information, too.
Wikipedia:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
WebJunction also hosts a wiki at
http://www.libsuccess.org/index.php?title=Online_Communities, a one-stop-shop for great ideas for librarians.   If a librarian has done something at their library that they consider a success, they can write about it in the wiki.  If they have materials or know of websites that would be helpful to other librarians, they can add that information to the wiki as well.  The goal of the wiki is to help librarians replicate the successes of other libraries so that no one ever has to reinvent the wheel. 
From WebJunction Works

http://wiki.webjunctionworks.org  
Welcome! This is WebJunction's public wiki space. We're putting a few projects here to see what happens! If you don't want to wiki, you can go to WebJunction's main site. To get started, you can browse the article index 

If you want to learn how the wiki works feel free to play around in the Sandbox. To edit any page just click the edit tab at the top of the page and get to work. Don't worry, you can't break anything beyond repair. More information on using it can be found in the users guide.   (To see a lot more, look on the far right side, look under Toolbox, and click on Special pages.  The click All pages at the top.)
Wiki Web Services/Software (from the tutorial at Library Technology Training Wiki)

(listed alphabetically; not exhaustive)

AcroWiki (for palm pilots): http://www.acrocat.com/AcroWiki/

MoinMoin: http://moinmoin.wikiwikiweb.de

JotSpot (hosted): http://www.jot.com/index.php

PBwiki (hosted): http://www.pbwiki.com

PMwiki: http://www.pmwiki.org/

Schtuff.com (hosted): http://www.schtuff.com/

Seedwiki (hosted): http://www.seedwiki.com/

TikiWiki: http://tikiwiki.org/

Twiki: http://twiki.org/

WikiEngines (directory of wiki software and services): http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiEngines

Wiki Farms http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiFarms (rated listing of services)

WikiMedia: http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/MediaWiki

WikiPad (notebook-like application): http://www.jhorman.org/wikidPad/

Wikispaces (hosted): http://www.wikispaces.com/

Xwiki (provides database and CMS functionality): http://www.xwiki.org/xwiki/bin/view/Main/WebHome

PBwiki Formatting Help Pages (ibid)
Sandbox (shows formatting code you can cut/paste and experiment with): http://trainingwiki.pbwiki.com/SandBox

Wiki style (basic formatting codes): http://yummy.pbwiki.com/WikiStyle

Advanced wiki style (more formatting tips): http://pbwikicentral.pbwiki.com/AdvancedWikiStyle

PBWiki tips: http://pbwikicentral.pbwiki.com/PBwikiTips

PBWiki FAQs (formatting tips and questions): http://pbwikicentral.pbwiki.com/PBwikiFAQ

Templates: http://pbwikicentral.pbwiki.com/PBwikiFAQ

PBWiki: FAQs (general FAQs): http://pbwiki.com/faq.php







