May 2008

Notes on Surveymonkey Survey

20 responses representing 

10 member libraries 

16 individual responses in this group

3 public libraries, 2 college libraries, 4 special libraries, 1 unknown

1 anonymous—but apparently one of the member library responses

3 nonmember libraries

4 indiividual responses in this group

1 K-12 library, 2 public libraries

Among Member Library Responses:

Do you attend? 

63% said yes

37% said no

Reasons why not given:

Schedule conflicts

Not aware of what is offered

Not aware of schedule (either dates or subjects)

Sometimes I do – it depends on the topic

I’m a new

time conflicts of not interested in topics

Usual conflict of time – cannot leave work or have other meetings

We have only one of our staff members attend, and I am not the designee at this time.

Topics of Interest

In decreasing order:

J., Library Work (75%); 
E, Working with library situations (69%);
C Internet etc (62.5%); 
A, Particular sectors (50%); 
B, particular patron interests tied with H Services of State Library, ECLS, Grant Wood (44% each); 

G, How the “other half” lives tied with I, Topics & genres (37.5% each);

F, Collaborations/relations, tied with D, Issues (31% each).
Specifics listed for general topics:

A: retires, men, beginning readers, youth, youth, adults, Spanish speaking

B not interested, hobbies/activities for children, finances, “ideas for adult programming in areas such as finance/investment, health, gardening, cooking, car repair, etc.” adult

C research databases, social computing and online resources—particularly web 2.0 tools, social computing, Libray 2.0, emerging technologies & how we might use them; 2 offers to help present

D not interested, intellectual freedom, children’s rights, intellectual freedom, Patriot Act, responding to challenges, funding

E WorlCat.org, special materials, circulation, tech services, circ, worldcat, cataloging and MARC records, tech services, reference, would try to send staff if topic was appropriate for them, circ/reference, information literacy efforts, “All!”

F volunteers, teachers, parents, boards, boards and staff working together, ideas for collaborating with other libraries, with local schools (AS a public library), non-profits

G information literacy, school libraries, not interested

H services to & for children, staff working with children, several expressions of support for this topic area overall

I graphic novels, young adult, DVD collections, graphic novels – selection and evaluating, new trends and services, graphic novels

J difficult patrons, access & marketing – particularly cataloging issues, metadata, FRBR, RDA, employment, problem patrons; promoting services to public, young adult behavior, inexpensive marketing, inexpensive marketing, marketing, security

Program and Meeting Times and Venues

prefer web-based 1 respondent; prefer conventional; 3 respondents; either; 13 respondents included
Web-based formats of interest

High interest: 
Webinar, (7 said moderate – high)

Videocast/webcast (7 said mod-high)

Listserv (4 said mod-high)—3 high

Podcast (3 said mod-high)

Listserv & podcast also got a high number of acceptable ratings, but 3 respondents expressed “not interested” in podcasts

Times for conventional (in-person) meetings

greatest interest in Weekday lunch times – academic year or summer (10 responses each)

Next highest, Early weekday afternoons (1-4 pm) (7 academic year/ 6 summer)

4-5 people each approved: weekday mornings, late weekday afternoons (3-5), weekday evenings, all equally for  academic/summer

Responses from non-member libraries

Reasons for not attending:

Don’t belong, difficult to find time, therefore do not prioritize, keep track; don’t belong, unaware of consortium

Topics of interest:

Out of  4, 4 favorable responses: A, B, F, H, J; 3 favorable responses: C, D, E; 2 favorable: G
Specific topics of interest:
youth, retired, youth, youth

hobbies, health, hobbies, educational resources

social computing, social computing, online resources

intellecutal freedom, intellectual freedom, funding, copyright law for studetns

marketing

volunteers, collaborations with teachers/parents; collaborations with teachers/volunteers

State library; Grant Wood if it applies to a public library; a tour  of one of these agencies;

graphic novels, YA, graphic novels, high interest/low ability

ILL, Worldcat.Org, book repair

marketing, new ideas to stretch the budget

Verbal comments on time:

especially difficult to meet summertime and after school

during College for Kids, only able to meet afternoons/evenings

(Aileen’s) Reflections on the above notes
Notice who responded. Only ONE teacher-librarian, and that one from a non-LCLC library (unless membership had recently been sent in?)

Therefore, responses still indicate more about interests of other sectors within the LCLC.

There does seem to be promise in:

Communications with our active, involved teacher-librarians on programming topics and venues that meet their needs and that they feel might meet others’ needs. Sometimes a small seed needs time to grow and eventually flourishes.

Exploring online or other anytime/anywhere ways to address teacher-librarian needs

Further communication, encouragement to non-member libraries in small towns and the one teacher-librarian who has considered membership recently.

Specific areas of interest receiving a lot of metnion:

specifics of library work—everything from marketing to difficult patrons to cataloging topics – a lot of “split” among specific topics, but this area overall had a lot of responses

online resources and social computing – here, too, a lot of “split” among specific topics but this area overall had a lot of responses.WorldCat.org, Library 2 

B is interesting—it didn’t rate that high overall, but it received a lot of verbal response from those who did take an interest.

Youth/YA … and  some mention of children

adults, retireees; hobbies and finances were mentioned
graphic novels

