Linn County Library Consortium
Meeting Minutes

12:00 pm- March 18, 2010

African American Museum of Iowa

Members Present: Lily Lau, Jason Bengston, Erin Horst, Amber Mussman, Boyd Broughton, Katherine Hardy, Jo Pearson.

Jason called the meeting to order at 12:10. No additions to the agenda.

Lily presented the treasurers report. The current balance on hand is $1,986.37 after expenditures of $628.26 for the past two months.

Old Business

Linn Area Reads- Jo Pearson distributed posters and bookmarks to libraries not directly involved in programming. The book discussion will take place tonight at Barnes and Noble. Overall, the programs have been successful so far. 

New Business

Brainfuse- A Metro Llibrary database with live tutors, writing lab, and homework help for grades 3-12. It is also, helpful for community colleges and resume help for adults. This database is available from home and is based on state education criteria. LCLC member libraries could help get patrons involved, especially area schools.

Spring workshop- Jo reminded the group that attendance and lunch are free for member libraries and to spread the word among staff. Jason suggested contacting University of Iowa library students.

Announcements and Information Sharing

Jason Bengston (Kaplan) – The Kaplan library has a new catalog, which is a significant improvement over the old one and they finally have an OPAC. There is a new corporate level library head at Kaplan that may have a positive effect on library operations. Jason has recently interviewed for a new position in New Mexico. 
Lily Lau (ECLSA) - A tough legislative session will significantly affect ECLSA’s budget and restructure services. A study is being done to figure out how to keep services with reduced budget and staff. Stay tuned for further major changes.

Jo Pearson (MPL) – MPL has a new print management system with scanners that will save to USBs. The space utilization plan is starting up, beginning with selling off the VHS and audio tape collections. MPL is hoping for an expansion in the next few years. The Out Loud! author series is coming up this summer. MPL will also be hosting poetry programs in April with writing classes for adults and teens. SCORE classes are continuing. 

Erin Horst (CRPL) - A site has been chosen for the new downtown library, the city council chose the True North Insurance building site. The library has a large group of employees going to PLA next week. Struggles with the Mediabank machines are ongoing but there is hope on the horizon. The microfilm is now available to the public, specifically the Gazette newspaper microfilms. City directories and phone books will follow.

Katherine Hardy (AAMI) - This is Katherine’s first meeting, she invited the group to view the museum’s current exhibit. The next temporary exhibit will be opening on May 15th and is about African American women of achievement in Iowa, followed by an exhibit on African Americans in the military.

Boyd Broughton (Mercy) - Very busy, spring break starts next week. The students have research papers and projects due before the break starts so reference has been hectic.
Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm. 

