Linn County Library Consortium
Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2009 at 12 PM

Mount Mercy College

Members present: Jo Pearson, Jason Bengston, Boyd Broughton, Lily Lau, and Erin Horst.
Jason called the meeting to order at 12:15 with no changes to the agenda.

Treasurer’s Report

Lily Lau presented the treasurer’s report. The current balance is $2,610.52 after most of the bills for the annual dinner have been paid.

Old Business

The annual dinner was a success with approximately 20 people attending. Everyone was satisfied with the location at Cornell College. Coe College was discussed as a possible venue for the future. 

New Business

Linn Area Reads- The title will be announced on Feb. 1, 2010. We discussed the title and the author visit will take place on May 15, 2010. Events this year will include several member libraries in the county along with a panel discussion sponsored by the Gazette. Funding will be provided from a variety of groups including various Friends groups and the OutLoud Author Series. This meeting did not have enough members present to vote on funding but a contribution of $400 will be requested from the Consortium due to expected large crowds and the popularity of the programs. Jason will contact member libraries and ask for an email vote, he will follow and communicate the concensus. 
Spring workshop- Jason suggested a book repair workshop. Members will keep ideas in mind and discuss at the next meeting.

Meeting for Nov. 18, 2010- The Consortium representative from Central City has requested that the time change to a morning meeting for this date. This will be discussed at a later meeting.

The schedule for next year is being decided. The consortium is still looking for a venue for May 20, 2010.

Announcements and Information Sharing

Lily (ECLSA)- A new consultant has been hired for 24 hours per week. He will be doing considerable technical work.

Boyd (Mount Mercy College)- There is currently a booksale at Mount Mercy College Library due to considerable weeding.

Jason (Kaplan)- There are few changes at Kaplan University Library. They are currently expanding their program on Information Literacy for the students. This is receiving positive feedback.

Jo (Marion Public Library)- Staff training took place last week. Librarians from Edgewood Public Library presented on YA services. Staff was trained on using some of the library’s databases to promote these resources to patrons. MPL staff also toured Cedar Rapids Public Library’s facilities.

Erin (Cedar Rapids)- Mediabank machines are currently being coordinated with Sirsi, they are expected to start up soon. Computer classes have started to very positive responses from patrons. Our new director started since our last meeting and 11 staff members are slated to attend PLA this year.
