Meeting Minutes

Linn County Library Consortium

November 20, 2007

Mount Mercy College

Busse Library

12:00 Noon

Member library representatives in attendance :

Marilyn Murphy, Mount Mercy College, Busse Library

Aileen Chang-Matus, Cornell College, Cole Library

Dave Muhlena, National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library

Rebecca Bartlett, Cedar Rapids Public Library

The meeting was called to order at 12:15.  Aileen passed around copies of mailings from companies that wanted to sell products to LCLC members - Morningstar database and

Tantor Media, Inc.

1) Survey of members’ interests 

Aileen gave out copies of the surveys that Jo Pearson and Sarah Beckman had worked on, and asked for suggestions.  She said that she wants to survey all members, but especially those who are not coming to meetings, to find out their interests and how they want to contribute to the LCLC.  Rebecca suggested emailing the survey to all members, including those who do not regularly attend meetings.

Some of the suggestions for the survey included :

Change first question from negative to positive

Instead of “Why do you not attend LCLC meetings” ; change to :

Do you attend LCLC meetings?

Yes/No.  If no, explain why__________

Do you attend LCLC programs?

 Yes/No.  If no, explain why__________

Divide the survey into sections : programs, planning meetings, online 

Rebecca and Marilyn agreed that there would be little cost involved with a follow-up survey by mail or in person at the Fall dinner in September 2008.

2) Spring workshop brainstorming

Dave suggested a workshop on disaster planning policy.  Nancy Kraft from the University of Iowa, who is involved with the Iowa Conservation and Preservation Consortium, could be a possible speaker.  The ICPC has created a disaster plan template which can be modified to fit each library’s needs.  As part of the workshop, the LCLC could re-visit its LCLC Disaster Recovery Booklet, which was last revised in 2003.  This document is available at the LCLC website under LCLC resources. 

Aileen suggested a workshop on oral history.  She mentioned the oral history project Mujeres Latinas, which was done by the Iowa Women’s Archives, at the University of Iowa libraries.  Dave added that Karen Mason could be a possible speaker, as she is director of the Iowa Women’s Archives. 

3) 2008 Schedule of membership meeting sites

January 15 – National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library

March 18 – TBA

May 20 – African-American Historical Museum & Cultural Center

Aileen suggested meeting at K-12 school libraries, as it is often difficult for school librarians to leave during the day.

4) Library updates

Dave – The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library is offering free admission until January 27 due to a sponsorship for their new exhibit “The History of the Brave Czech Nation.”  The NCSML has a position opening for a new cataloger/archivist.

Aileen – At Cornell College, former reference librarian Holly Martin Huffman is now the new Academic Media Consultant.  Mikki Smith is the new reference librarian.  Cathy Boggs has received her state library certification.

Rebecca – She recently became the new Adult Services Coordinator at the Cedar Rapids Public Library.  The library currently has Thanksgiving books out on display, and even has a painted mural in Account Services of a turkey reading a vegetarian cookbook! The library is in the process of having new heat pumps installed.

Marilyn – Mount Mercy College is going to begin offering graduate programs in the spring.  These will include a Masters in Education, Masters in Special Education, and an MBA program.  Mount Mercy staff are  currently researching a new Learning Management System.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:00PM.


Notes submitted by Rebecca Bartlett

