Linn County Library Consortium

Meeting Minutes

November 21, 2006 – 12:00 noon

Iowa Masonic Library

Member representatives present: Jo Pearson, Cedar Rapids Public Library; Jim White, The History Center; Judy Winistorfer, Marion Public Library; Lily Lau, East Central Library Service Area; Rich Doyle, Steward Memorial Library – Coe College; Bill Kreuger, Iowa Masonic Library; Aileen Chang-Matus, Cole Library – Cornell College; David Muhlena and Rebecca Bartlett, National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library

The meeting was called to order at noon by new president Aileen. July and September meeting minutes were approved without changes. Lily gave the Treasurer’s report: the Consortium has a balance of $2,579.41. (The complete report is available online.) 

Old Business: 

Union List and access to OCLC – Grant Wood AEA will no longer print the list free of charge. It is not known if GWAEA might continue to print but charge. Aileen will investigate. Marilyn Murphy at Mt. Mercy is willing to continue updating the list but is not willing to do shipping. (GWAEA historically did that, too.) Aileen reports that Cornell could print and ship for ~$8.50-9.00 per piece with plain card stock cover. She has heard the State Library might subsidize printing costs and continues to investigate that. Rich suggested that OCLC might be a possibility for printing. There was some discussion about the continued value of the list and about creating it digitally. Rich again suggested OCLC as a possible source for assistance creating a digital version; he will send the rep’s name to Aileen. Members agreed there is still value in continuing the Union List in some format. Aileen will confirm with Marilyn that we want to update and ask her to send out a call for updates from member libraries along with a deadline. 
New Business: 

Next workshop – We talked about a presentation by Mandy Easter at the State Law Library on basic legal reference; this presentation could be two hours. Alternatively, Mandy has a presentation which would be done in conjunction with Drake Law Library that would be a 4-6 hour presentation (all-day workshop). Rich suggested something with broader interest, such as searching all Iowa government documents rather than just legal docs. Resources might be someone at the State Library, Mary McInroy from UI, someone from the Gov Docs section of ILA. We decided to focus on a larger workshop like this, possibly still integrating the legal piece, for fall 2007 and do something smaller and more local for January or February in 2007. Probably topic for our winter workshop will be social computing. Jo would consider presenting – she suggested a Coe librarian as co-presenter as both will be attending BCR sessions on blogging and RSS at Iowa City Public next month. 
Information Sharing: 
Rich – Coe’s library is just finishing up their 75th anniversary celebration. Coe had a print made of one of their Marvin Cone paintings and offered it for sale as a fundraiser. 

Bill – In late September the Iowa Mason Library was recognized by the Iowa Museum Association as a Century Museum; they have been in existence since 1886. There will be a special exhibit from December 1 to December 22 called “Treasures from the Vault” – admission is free, hours M-F 8-12 & 1-5. 

Judy – Marion Public has a new parking lot. They are looking at getting additional Internet computers. 

Lily – East Center LSA is working with North Central LSA  on getting downloadable audio – can negotiate cheaper prices. Company is Overdrive; they currently accommodate 10-library consortiums in a deal that’s quite nice for larger libraries. The LSAs are pursuing different deals for smaller libraries. Susan Craig (Iowa City PL) is talking about a joint Johnson-Linn county project. East Central will have copies of the All Iowa Read book, Splendid Solution, available for libraries to borrow. 

Rebecca – NCSML will have a Warhol exhibit (his parents were immigrants). Also an exhibit on new acquisitions. 
Dave – NCSML has a good collection of materials on Central European history – a good niche collection, in addition to their collection of Czech materials. 

Jim – Jim is consulting on two new Iowa libraries: Swisher and Urbana. Swisher will be his 100th library! A few weeks ago the local museums held a promotion and fundraiser called “Light Up the Night;” all were open one evening with free admission. The History Center had the most people with about 100 visitors. There was a grand opening last week for their new interactive railroad exhibit: All Aboard – Linn County and Its Railroads. The History Center has extended its open hours to 18/week: 10:00-4:00 T, Th, Sat. The gift shop is still open, their 50% sale continues. The shop will close once their inventory is sold-out. The Center is “coming back financially” but still needs about $100,000 to have a buffer to get through 2007. They will be without paid staff at least half-way through the next fiscal year. They have found enough money for 20 new shelving ranges in the lower level. 

Aileen – Cornell is donating some of its weeded books to “Books for a Better World;” they are making some sales this way so have gotten a little income. Tonnie Haas is their new Consulting Librarian for Social Sciences. Their Circulation Supervisor will be leaving for a different position at the college. Mary Ware, long-time Board member and substitute librarian, recently passed away. 

Sites for the next two meetings will be Marion High School and Kirkwood Community College. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 and Bill took interested people on a tour of the Masonic Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jo Pearson

Secretary

